| Parish Office Hours:
Tuesday to Friday: 9am - 4pm
| Ph: 9412 8490, 9412 8489
E: secretary@our-ladys.org
PO Box 64, Craigieburn. 3064

Parish Team:

Priests:
Fr. Varghese Kurisingal
Fr. Godfrey (George Hogarty)

Parish Administrators:
Juliette Rosario,
Venancio & Jane Fernandes

Music & Family Based
Sacraments Coordinator:
Sr. Rochelle Lamb

Parish Primary Schools:

OUR LADY’S

Principal: Cinzia Mancuso
Phone: 9308 2011

Email: principal@olps.vic.edu.au

GOOD SAMARITAN

Acting Principal: Leanne Murray

Phone: 9308 6177

Email: principal@gsroxburghpark.
catholic.edu.au

MOTHER TERESA

Principal: Jessica Davis

Phone: 9333 0814

Email: principal@motherteresa.
catholic.edu.au

OSCAR ROMERO

Principal: Bridget Adams

Phone: 7379 5500

1 Mackillop St, Craigieburn

Email: principal@oscarromero.
catholic.edu.au

HOLY CROSS

Principal: Mark Maitello

Phone: 9216 4200

2-14 Carlingford Rd, Mickleham

Email: principal@hcmickleham.
catholic.edu.au

Weekend Masses:

Craigieburn - Our Lady’s
Saturday: 6.30pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8am, 11am & 6pm

2nd Sunday of the month:
3.30pm Filipino Mass

Roxburgh Park
Good Samaritan Chapel
Sunday: 9.30am

Weekday Masses:
Craigieburn - Our Lady’s
Tues, Thur, Fri, Sat: 9.15am

1st Friday of the month: 7.00pm,
followed by adoration.

Roxburgh Park
Good Samaritan Chapel
Wednesday: 7.00pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Saturday:
Craigieburn, after 9.15am Mass

Contact Parish Office for
Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals

Infant Baptism:
2nd & 4th Sunday of Each Month

Communion of the Sick:

If you are sick or housebound
and wish to receive communion,
please contact the Parish Office.

3 OUR LADY’S PARISH

'OUR LADY’S CHURCH, 171 CRAIGIEBURN ROAD, CRAIGIEBURN. ;
- GOOD SAMARITAN CHAPEL, SOUTHERN CROSS DRIVE, ROXBURGH PARK.

Website: www.our-ladys.org Parish Office Email: secretary@our-ladys.org

19 JULY 2026 — (16" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - Year A

. Exploring the Word: (Wis 12:13,16-19; Rom 8:26-27; Matt 13:24-43)

Today’s gospel reading consists of three parables of the kingdom, and an interpretation
of the first (v.24-30). The second parable (v.31-32) is curiously connected to two visions in
Ezekiel and to Nebuchadnezzar’s second dream in the book of Daniel, revealed in the
references to birds that nest or dwell in the tree’s branches (Ezek 17:23; 31:6; Dan 4:12). In
Ezekiel 17 it is not the vigorous vine planted by the king of Babylon that survives, but the
little shoot that God plucked from a tree and planted in Israel; it grows into a great tree
and is a home for the birds. Conversely, the great tree in Ezekiel 31 is Egypt, which, proud
of its own grandeur, was brought down. Daniel’s great tree is Nebuchadnezzar, who
prides in his own greatness and is brought down, but repenting at the end he is restored
to the throne as a humble king. By contrast, the gospel’s humble mustard performs as the
tree: the kingdom of heaven is not like the great kingdoms of earth but is like the humble
life of common people. The third parable (v.33) is the simplest: leaven works unseen—who
knows how? —but certainly changing the dough and consequent bread from within. So
too the kingdom of heaven works certainly but subtly, changing society from within.

Back in the first parable (v.24-30), unique to Matthew, there is a more complicated image.
Related to last week’s parable of the sower, its interpretation likewise originated in the
early Church. Mark’s version is like that of the yeast, but Matthew’s has the added
element of darnel. It broaches the problem of evil: Why does God permit evil in the world?
Asimplistic approach presumes that what we find offensive should not exist, so God is not
all-powerful or surely, he would root evil out, or God is not good or surely, he would not
inflict pain. Thus, concluding that there is no God is, in a perverse sense, to claim oneself
to be an impotent god, for lurking at its depth is the thought, “If | were God, the world
would be better”. Almost in response to this, the first reading (Wis 12:13, 16-19) opens:
“There is no god, other than you, who cares for everything”. It develops the idea of how
God’s power reveals itself in leniency—a contrast to the ways of the world; for what
earthly ruler is lenient to opposition? All over the world, in every age, rulers and
governments declare opponents to be enemies to be repressed or uprooted, so in
totalitarian regimes we have imprisonment, and executions, and invasions, while in
others we find leaders and presidents encouraging mob harassment of the declared foe.
This exercise of power is based in weakness, for these rulers have a real fear of being
overthrown. God cannot be overthrown, and so is lenient; God seeks reform and does not
destroy for the sake of the good that is also present. So too in the parable: the servants
are troubled by the darnel, but the owner chooses not to damage the innocent wheat by
uprooting the weed. Perhaps examination of the darnel may challenge our simple
classification of things as evil. Darnel is a nuisance only when it grows with our wheat. The
ryegrasses to which it belongs provide some of the most valuable pastures in the world.

We name as weeds those plants that upset our plans, but this does not mean they are not
valuable to others. Are we the only creatures who matter? And do we always know when
the things we like rely on things we despise? Such is the wonder of the world—that all
things move in balance, if we but had the wisdom to see as God sees, who alone knows
good and evil, and who alone can judge justly.

‘Our Lady’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults.’



GOSPEL: (Matthew 13:24-30)

Jesus put a parable before the crowds, 'The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed
in his field. While everybody was asleep his enemy came,
sowed darnel all among the wheat, and made off. When
the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the darnel appeared
as well. The owner's servants went to him and said, "Sir,
was it not good seed that you sowed in your field? If so,
where does the darnel come from?"

"Some enemy has done this" he answered. And the
servants said, "Do you want us to go and weed it out?" But
he said, "No, because when you weed out the darnel you
might pull up the wheat with it. Let them both grow till the
harvest; and at harvest time | shall say to the reapers: First
collect the darnel and tie it in bundles to be burnt, then
gather the wheat into my barn."

Reflect on the Word:

The 16™ Sunday in Ordinary Time Year -A invites us to
reflect on patience, mercy, and growth of His kingdom. He
compares the Kingdom of heaven to a mustard seed.
Though it starts as the smallest of seeds, it grows into a
large plant. Tis teaches us that God's kingdom does not
come with sudden power but grows slowly and quietly over
time.

God’s Justice and Mercy: God is strong but also kind. He
gives people time to turn back to Him instead of punishing
them right away.

Patience in Growth: The parable of the wheat and weeds
teaches that good and bad exist together for now. God
waits until the right time to separate them.

Power of Small Beginnings: The mustard seed and yeast
show that God'’s kingdom starts small but grows. What
seems unimportant can have a big impact.

The Spirit’s Help in Prayer: The Holy Spirit helps when
people do not know what to say in prayer. God
understands even when words fail.

Hope for Repentance: God does not rush to punish but
gives people chances to change. He wants them to turn
back to Him.

Trust in God’s Timing: The farmer in the parable waits for
the right time to gather the harvest. God knows the right
time to act in the world and in people’s lives.

Prayer Lord, thank You for Your patience and kindness.
Help me to trust in Your timing and to see the small ways
You are working in my life. Give me the strength to choose
what is good and to grow in faith each day. May | bring love
and kindness to those around me. Amen.

MASS COLLECTION —11-12 July 2026

CHURCH: ENVELOPE $ 1933.00
LOOSE $ 2324.70
PRESBYTERY: $ 2317.90
3™ Collection: $ 1233.60

Peter’s Pence
Thank you for your generosity!

2025 NOVEMBER MASS CELEBRATIONS

Tue Sebastian Rondilla, Tomasita Rondilla, Benjamin

21/7 Rondilla, Jaime Rondilla, Purita Regulano, Isidro
Garrido, Virgilio Regalano, Federico Colladilla & All
Forgotton Souls

Wed Berny Omega, Alexie, Joan Omega, Agapito

22/7 Omega, Lucena Omega, Edilderto Sr. Omega, Lina
Omega, Jr. Edil Berto Omega, McLean Omega,
Glenn Omega, William Omega

Thu Viraj Fernando.// Egerton Moreira, Hyacinth

23/7 | Hogg, A.E. Hogg..// Lando Family, Rosano Family,
Caccomo Family.// Herman & Celine, Peter &
Roslyn

Fri Joaquim S. Fernandes, Natalina Fernandes,

24/7 Manuel Cardoz, Ruby Fernandes, Souls of Family,
All Souls in Purgatory, All Forsaken Souls

Sat Andrew Luis & Maria Emilia Fernandes,

25/7 Constancio F. & Emilia D’Souza, Joseph Ignatius
Fernandes, Dominic & Mary Fernandes, Anthony
& Luisa Almeida, Victor D’Souza, Joe D’Souza,
Clement D’Souza, Luisa M D’Cruz & All Souls in
Purgatory

NEXT WEEK’S MASS READINGS (20 -26 July 2026)

Mon | Micah 6:1-4, 6-8; Ps 49:5-6, 8-9, 16-17, 21, 23;
Matthew 12:38-42

Micah 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 84:2-8; Matthew 12:46-50
Wed | Song of Songs 3:1-4; Ps 62:2-6, 8-9; John 20:1-2, 11-18
Thu | Jeremi2:1-3,7-8, 12-13; Ps 35:6-11; Matth 13:10-17
Fri Jeremiah 3:14-17; Jeremiah 31:10-13; Matth 13:18-23
Sat 2 Corinthians 4:7-15; Ps 125; Matthew 20:20-28

Sun | 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12; Ps 118:57, 72, 76-77, 127-130;
Romans 8:28-30; Matthew 13:44-46 - 52

RECENTLY DECEASED:
Thottakath C. Cleetus, June Pritchard, Frank Del Borrello,
Mark Delaney, Fr. Thomas Kochuthara

DEATH ANNIVERSARY:

Mary Busuttil, Victor Lomiglio, Annie Coelho, Yvonne
Hughes, Mary Dowdall, Henry Fernandez, Mathew James,
Suren Rexley, Claire Manuel, Charles Robinson, Lucy
Robinson, Henry Seneviratne, S. Somaratne, Mary
Roseman Perera, Marsh Seneviratne, Felix Vella, Patrick
Ross Bernard.

WE PRAY FOR THE SICK:
Joseph Fernandes, Samson Furtado, Isaac Abela, Amalia

Corbalan, Emilia Macdounough, Amparo Baquiran, Charlie
Woods, Ronan McAnulty, Thalia Spinello, Ray Atkinson,
Cheryl D’Silva, Gregory James Chandler, Elvira Gaspari,
Emma Cucuzza, Leandro Javier, Ricardo Venturina, Gilbert
Benedicto, Saviour, Lanre Bolarinwa, Ainsley Fernandez,
Van Nguyen, Paul McKenzie, Raymond Garcia, Catarina Di
Scala, John MaKinson, Reginald Ernest Bird, Pedro Sanchez,
Jaskirat Singh, Eugene Asensi, Nena Abucejo, Charmaine
Lewis, Ereole Grosso, Catherine Rocca, Alessandro Zaia,
Annmaree Bonica, Rosalie Caginat, Oliver Lazo, Fabiola A
Mendoza, Patricia Fernandez, Gianna, Paulo Stowers, Nora
Alberto, Joanna Hauge, Phyllis Gilhooly, Saviour, Vesna
Rebernik.

Tue




NOTICES

G.IL.F.T Youth Bible Study: (Gospel of Mathew)
16 + years @ Our Lady’s Meeting Room: Tuesday:

July 21 @ 7.00 pm.
Our Lady'’s Parish Fete: 18 October 2026:

Mark your calendars - Save the Date! ook out for this
space in the coming weeks for more information!

Melbourne Synod 2026:

Theme: ‘Young Discipleship’

Give below: Key Points Summary of
the document.

MELBOURNE

SYNOD

1. Purpose and Context

e The document is part of the Melbourne Synod's
effort to discern how the Church can better proclaim
the Gospel, focusing on young discipleship,
missionary leadership, and faith formation.

e Itinvites reflection on how the Holy Spirit is guiding
the Archdiocese, especially in accompanying young
people in faith.

2. The Call to Discipleship
o Discipleship is a lifelong journey of following
Jesus, rooted in personal relationship,
transformation, and mission.
e True discipleship is built on three pillars:
o Encounter: Meeting Jesus personally.
o Engage: Deepening faith through
ongoing formation.
o Embark: Living out faith through mission.
e Disciples are called to become missionary
disciples, sharing the Good News and living as
witnesses.

3. Encounter: The Foundation of Discipleship

e Encounter is the personal realization that God is
real and present, often sparked by authentic
relationships and environments of trust.

e Young people need authentic witnesses and
opportunities to experience Jesus as alive and
personally knowable.

o Effective ministry for encounter includes:

o Personal testimony
o Meaningful prayer
o Authentic worship
o Engaging with Scripture as a living word

4. Engage: Ongoing Deepening of Faith

e Afterencounter, young people are called to grow
in relationship with Jesus through prayer,
sacraments, and community.

e The family is the first place of faith formation,
with intergenerational relationships fostering
resilience and belonging.

e Faith formation should address the whole person
(intellectual, spiritual, human, and moral
development) and provide safe spaces for
honest questions.

MINISTERS ROSTER 25-26 July 2026
Lectors Eucharist
Sat Angelica Franics David Dodkins
6.30 Caroline Ferrao Julia De Leon
pm Jennifer Lazarus Jay Devenandam
Sun Cherie Fassioms Emelia McDonough
8.00 Ivan Pinto Jacintha Corteling
am Jennilyn Baquiran Susan Afele
sun Bal Goyen.a Pearl Fernandez
9.30 Ruta Alai Yasmin Motha
am Sebastian Montealegre
Sun Benny Casupanan George Nehme
11.00 Lorna Franklin laneta Silva
am Phillip Perroni Vilma Casupanan
Sun Anita Fernandes Theressia Mathew
6.00 Julia D’Costa Sumedhi Ferdinando
CHILDRENS’ LITURGY 25-26 July 2026
Sat-6.30 Basila J Suresh, Samantha Rajan
Sun:9.30 Ana Canilao, Monique Mete
Sun:11. Josie Mitzi, Isabel Evans
e Gen Z wvalues authenticity, relational

engagement, and opportunities for leadership
and community.

o Digital environments are important for fostering
connection and synodal participation.

5. Embark: Movement into Mission

» Discipleship leads outward to mission—living and
sharing faith in daily life, not just in dramatic acts.

e Young people are motivated by purpose and
impact; they respond when trusted with
responsibility and leadership.

e Mission is lived in families, schools, workplaces,
and through acts of service and integrity.

6. Reflection and Action

e The document concludes with questions for
communities to reflect on how they create
opportunities for encounter, foster faith
journeys, and envision hopes for young people in
the next five years.

e Additional resources and further reading are
provided for deeper engagement.

Example Implementation:

o Parishes might create youth-led prayer nights,
mentorship programs, or service projects to
foster encounter, engagement, and mission.

e Families can be encouraged to pray together and
discuss faith openly, supporting
intergenerational faith transmission.

o Digital platforms can be used to build online
communities for faith sharing and support.

This above summary captures the document's emphasis
on nurturing young people's faith through encounter,
ongoing formation, and mission, with practical

suggestions for implementation.
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