Parish Office Hours:

| Tuesday to Friday: 9am - 4pm
| Ph: 9412 8490, 9412 8489

E: secretary@our-ladys.org
PO Box 64, Craigieburn. 3064

Parish Team:

Priests:
Fr. Varghese Kurisingal
Fr. Godfrey (George Hogarty)

Parish Administrators:
Juliette Rosario,
| Venancio & Jane Fernandes

Music & Family Based
Sacraments Coordinator:
Sr. Rochelle Lamb

Parish Primary Schools:

OUR LADY’S

Principal: Cinzia Mancuso
Phone: 9308 2011

Email: principal@olps.vic.edu.au

GOOD SAMARITAN

Acting Principal: Leanne Murray

Phone: 9308 6177

Email: principal@gsroxburghpark.
catholic.edu.au

MOTHER TERESA

Principal: Jessica Davis

Phone: 9333 0814

Email: principal@motherteresa.
catholic.edu.au

OSCAR ROMERO

Principal: Bridget Adams

Phone: 7379 5500

1 Mackillop St, Craigieburn

Email: principal@oscarromero.
catholic.edu.au

HOLY CROSS

Principal: Mark Maitello
Phone: 9216 4200

2-14 Carlingford Rd, Mickleham

Email: principal@hcmickleham.
catholic.edu.au

Weekend Masses:

Craigieburn - Our Lady’s
Saturday: 6.30pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8am, 11am & 6pm

2nd Sunday of the month:
3.30pm Filipino Mass

Roxburgh Park
Good Samaritan Chapel
Sunday: 9.30am

Weekday Masses:
Craigieburn - Our Lady’s
Tues, Thur, Fri, Sat: 9.15am

1st Friday of the month: 7.00pm,
followed by adoration.

Roxburgh Park
Good Samaritan Chapel
Wednesday: 7.00pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Saturday:
Craigieburn, after 9.15am Mass

Contact Parish Office for
Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals

Infant Baptism:
2nd & 4th Sunday of Each Month

Communion of the Sick:

If you are sick or housebound
and wish to receive communion,
please contact the Parish Office.

[THE TIDINGS

i OUR LADY’S PARISH

~ OUR LADY’S CHURCH, 171 CRAIGIEBURN ROAD, CRAIGIEBURN.

: GO,'OD SAMARITAN CHAPEL, SOUTHERN CROSS DRIVE, ROXBURGH PARK.
Website: www.our-ladys.org

Parish Office Email: secretary@our-ladys.org

26 JULY 2026 — (17" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - Year A)

Exploring the Word: (Matt 13:44-52)

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Matthew once again uses parables to speak about the Kingdom
of heaven. There are over fifty references to the Kingdom in the Book of Matthew.
Matthew speaks about the Kingdom often because he wants to make sure the early
Christian community understands the difference between the Jewish concept of the
Kingdom of God and what Jesus is teaching about the Kingdom of God.

According to Jewish thought, the establishment of the Kingdom of God is directly tied to
the coming of the Messiah. The Messiah, predicted to be a direct descendant of King
David, would be a wise, just, moral, and courageous leader. He would come to re-establish
the Jewish kingdom in the land of Israel, thus allowing the exiled Jews to return. Using
parables, Matthew helps his community understand that Jesus, as the Messiah, is not a
worldly leader who will re-establish the kingdom of Israel but a spiritual leader who will
strengthen the Kingdom of God (heaven).

- Inthis Sunday’s Gospel, Matthew compares the Kingdom of heaven first to a lost treasure

and then to a fine pearl of great value. This single-minded response to finding the
Kingdom is what Jesus is calling his disciples to. During this time in history, pearls were in
great demand and ranked as high as gold as symbols of wealth. Jesus uses the hidden

. treasure and the fine pearl—both valuable earthly possessions—to emphasize the value

of the Kingdom of heaven. When one finds the Kingdom of heaven, he or she feels great
joy and sacrifices everything to attain it. In using these two parables, Jesus illustrates for
the disciples the zeal they should have in pursuing the Kingdom and asks them to
wholeheartedly embrace the Kingdom of heaven. Matthew closes chapter by
emphasizing that the disciple who understands the value of the Kingdom of heaven
must take responsibility for sharing it with others.

Tradition Connection
Eternal life is promised to every believer who lives a life dedicated to Jesus and his

teachings. This hope creates within the believer a desire or longing for the Kingdom of

heaven. Through the grace of God, the believer begins living the reality of the Kingdom
here on earth.

Emboldened by the hope of eternal life, believers live in a way that empowers them to
follow Jesus’s teachings—to love God and others. Committed to lives of holiness,
believers are filled with joy and perseverance because they are intimately connected to
Jesus, here and now, and look forward to the promise of eternal life and happiness (see
CCC, number 1821).

Wisdom Connection

Whether we come to know the Kingdom by accident or after a long search, we must
recognize thatitis priceless, and we must be ready to sacrifice everything to hold on to it.
To be a disciple is to be single-hearted in accepting the Kingdom of heaven. Jesus wants
his listeners to break out of their conventional way of thinking about the Kingdom of God
and not confine it to a worldly kingdom that idealizes the past. You may have heard the
saying, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also (Luke 12:34).” Is there
anything for which you would sell everything to have? The cost of being part of the

Kingdom of heaven is no less than everything.
‘Our Lady’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults.’



GOSPEL: (Matthew 13:44-52)

He sells everything he owns and buys the field.

Jesus said to the crowds, 'The kingdom of heaven is like
treasure hidden in a field which someone has found; he
hides it again, goes off happy, sells everything he owns and
buys the field.

'Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking
for fine pearls; when he finds one of great value he goes
and sells everything he owns and buys it.

'Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into
the sea that brings in a haul of all kinds. When it is full, the
fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect
the good ones in a basket and throw away those that are
no use. This is how it will be at the end of time: the angels
will appear and separate the wicked from the just to throw
them into the blazing furnace where there will be weeping
and grinding of teeth.

‘Have you understood all this?' They said 'Yes.' And he said
tothem, 'Well then, every scribe who becomes a disciple of
the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out
from his storeroom things both new and old.

‘Reflect on the Word:

The 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A focuses on
wisdom, God'’s plan, and the great value of His kingdom.
God works for good in the lives of those who love Him. He
calls people, makes them right with Him, and gives them
glory. He shapes them to be like His Son.

*Seeking Wisdom: Solomon asks God for wisdom instead
of riches or power. This shows that true success comes
from knowing right from wrong and making good choices.
*God’s Plan for Us: God works in the lives of those who
love Him. He calls people, makes them right with Him, and
helps them become more like His Son.

*True Treasure: Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to
hidden treasure and a valuable pearl. These stories teach
that God's kingdom is worth more than anything else.
eSacrifice for What Matters: The people in Jesus’ parables
give up everything to gain the treasure or pearl. This
reminds believers to let go of what is less important to
follow God.

°Judgment and Separation: Jesus tells a story about a
fishing net catching all kinds of fish. He warns that in the
end, good and bad will be separated.

*Wisdom in Teaching: Jesus says that wise teachers use
both old and new lessons. This means faith should be built
on past truth while still growing in new understanding.
Prayer Lord, help us seek wisdom like Solomon and trust
in Your plan for our lives. Teach us to value Your kingdom
above all else. Give us the courage to follow You and let go
of anything that holds us back. May we live with faith and
wisdom, always putting You first. Amen.

MASS COLLECTION — 18-19 July 2026

CHURCH: ENVELOPE $ 1907.00
LOOSE $ 2289.80
PRESBYTERY: $ 2188.25

2025 NOVEMBER MASS CELEBRATIONS

Tue Trevor Payne, Ann Payne, Peter Payne & Souls in

28/7 Purgatory

Wed Gregorio Albao Sr., Hilda Albao, Ismael Albao.//

29/7 Estelle Farlin family

Thu Peter Mgbenya Uguru, Kelechukwu Samuel

30/7 Mgbenya, Chikaodle Ezekial Mgbenya, Uguru,
Nwaode Ekuma Uguru, Ezaka Nwaode, Nwakpoku
Nwaode, Nwankwo Igwe, Igwe Nga, Alihou Efa,
Abraham Efa, Clement Nwaofe, Nwaofu
Nwaofoke, Vincent Okuha, Kingslely Ndugazu,
Nwazunko Erishi, Martin Ani, Gladis Ani, Monica-
St. Peter Shania, John — Island, Akhona Nnweni,
Chocho Uguru, Charmine Turner

Fri Miguel Bernabe Carvalho, Tomazia da Cruz, Luziae

31/7 Carvalho, Feliciana M Carvalho, Joao Antona
Carvalho

Sat Domingos Castro & Family, Jose Ximenes &

1/8 Family, Antonio Patrocinio Castro & Family, Jose
Alexandre Costa & Family, Gaspar Viegas &
Family.

NEXT WEEK’S MASS READINGS (27 July — 2 Aug 2026)
Mon | Jeremiah 13:1-11; Deut 32:18-21; Matth 13:31-35
Tue Jeremia 14:17-22; Ps 78:8-9, 11, 13; Matth 13:36-43

Wed | John 4:7-16; Ps 33:2-11; Luke 10:38-42
Thu | Jeremiah 18:1-6; Ps 145:2-6; Matthew 13:47, 53
Fri Jeremiah 26:1-9; Ps 68:5, 8-10, 14; Matth 13:54-58

Sat Jeremiah 26:11-16, 24; Ps 68:15-16, 30-31, 33-34;
Matthew 14:1-12
Sun | Isaiah 55:1-3; lIsaiah 55:1-3; Romans 8:35, 37-39;

Matthew 14:13-21

RECENTLY DECEASED:
Thottakath C. Cleetus, Remedias Saavedra,
Sorraghan, Sonia A-Yunteng.

DEATH ANNIVERSARY:

Avelino Fran, Willin Lopez, Wishlie Lopez, Meriam Fran,
Sandra Coutinho, John T. John, Eliakutty Mathew, Allan
Pryn, Margaret Monaghan, Laurie Monaghan, Patrick Ross
Bernard, Michael Abela, Raymond Cabral.

WE PRAY FOR THE SICK:
Joseph Fernandes, Samson Furtado, Isaac Abela, Amalia

Corbalan, Emilia Macdounough, Amparo Baquiran, Charlie
Woods, Ronan McAnulty, Thalia Spinello, Ray Atkinson,
Cheryl D'Silva, Gregory James Chandler, Elvira Gaspari,
Emma Cucuzza, Leandro Javier, Ricardo Venturina, Gilbert
Benedicto, Saviour, Lanre Bolarinwa, Ainsley Fernandez,
Van Nguyen, Paul McKenzie, Raymond Garcia, Catarina Di
Scala, John MaKinson, Reginald Ernest Bird, Pedro Sanchez,
Jaskirat Singh, Eugene Asensi, Nena Abucejo, Charmaine
Lewis, Ereole Grosso, Catherine Rocca, Alessandro Zaia,
Annmaree Bonica, Rosalie Caginat, Oliver Lazo, Fabiola A
Mendoza, Patricia Fernandez, Gianna, Paulo Stowers, Nora
Alberto, Joanna Hauge, Phyllis Gilhooly, Saviour, Vesna
Rebernik, David MacDonough.

Brenda



NOTICES

Baptisms this Weekend

Congratulations to the following children will be receiving
the Sacrament of Baptism this weekend. Please keep them
and their families in your prayers: Tomy Gray, Cartia,
Parker, Hudson, Azelle.

Burger Night: Thursday 27 August 2026 @ 7pm At
825 Donnybrook Road, Donnybrook 3064. Cost: $17/-
per head with following choice of (Burgers with Chips
Only) : Chicken Schnitzel, Spicy Grilled Chicken, Donny,
Double Cheese, Fish & Vegetarian Burger. Other items as
per menu prices. Please register: (Name/ Number of
food items). List pinned on the Noticeboard. Note: Food
items selected and, on the list, will be required to be
ordered on the day at the hotel: (No changes). Contact:
George (0403516181) Hubert (0433233334) or the Parish
Office:9412 8489 /9412 8490

Youth Leadership Training: Inviting youth 16 +
Unleash the Leader in You! Join our GIFT Youth Leaders

Team on Saturday 29" August 3pm to 5.30pm at Good
Samaritan Hall. Learn new skills, meet new people, be
inspired, make a difference, give yourself an edge! Contact
Sr. Rochelle for more information.

Melbourne Synod 2026: Document:
‘Transforming Parish Engagement with
Missionary Leadership Principles’:
Discernment  Theme: ‘Leadership as
Participation and Witness’

MELBOURNE

. 1SYNOD

Give below: Key Points Summary of the document.

Missionary Leadership: focusing on how its principles can
reshape parish engagement strategies. The approach is to
identify the current state of parish engagement, highlight
gaps, and show how missionary leadership principles offer
transformative, actionable solutions. Each principle is paired
with practical examples for implementation.

1. Mission Belongs to the Whole People of God
Transformation: Move from a model where only a few lead
to one where every baptized person is empowered to
participate in the mission.

Action: Encourage all parishioners to use their gifts and
charisms in ministry, not just those in formal roles.
Example: Invite parishioners to lead small groups, serve in
outreach, or share faith stories during gatherings.

2. Leadership as Participation and Witness
Transformation:  Redefine leadership as active
participation and authentic witness, not just holding a title.
Action: Recognize and affirm leadership in homes,
workplaces, and daily life, not just within parish structures.
Example: Highlight stories of parents, teachers, or
community members who live out their faith in everyday
settings.

3. Forming and Empowering Leaders
Transformation: Shift from a few doing everything to a
culture where leaders identify, form, and release the gifts of
others.

Action: Offer leadership training, mentorship, and spiritual
formation for all interested parishioners.

Example: Launch a leadership development program or
mentorship initiative for emerging leaders.

MINISTERS ROSTER 1-2 August 2026
Lectors Eucharist
Sat Ann Furtado Jaunita Dodkins
6.30 Kierstin Ferrao Prajwal Clemy D’Souza
pm D’Sa Paul Ferrao
Sun Jacintha Corteling Cherie Fassioms
8.00 Lorna Garcia Kerin Conway
am Winnie Waudo Martin Gisbert
Sun
g Peres Bernadette Gerard
9.30 Mark Montealegre -
oy Natashia D’Cruz
am Patricia Fernandes
Sun Aidan St Mart Jose Joseph
11.00 Phillip Perroni Leaia Fali
am Ranee Abanilla Nese Sione
Sun Patience Nyandowe Michael Edwardes
6.00 Sumedhi Ferdinando Michelle Edmonds

4. From Maintenance to Mission
Transformation: Move from maintaining existing
structures to actively seeking renewal and evangelization.
Action: Prioritize outreach to those not currently engaged,
rather than focusing solely on internal needs.

Example: Organize neighbourhood visits, community
service projects, or Alpha courses to reach new people.

5. From Welcoming to Invitational Communities
Transformation: Go beyond welcoming those who arrive;
proactively invite and accompany newcomers and the
unchurched.

Action: Develop intentional invitation strategies, such as
personal invitations, follow-up with visitors, and
relationship-building events.

Example: Host "bring a friend" Sundays, newcomer
dinners, or social events designed for outreach.

6. Proclamation, Sacrament, and Encounter
Transformation: Ensure all parish activities, especially
liturgy and sacraments, are opportunities for genuine
encounter with Christ.

Action: Make the joyful proclamation of the Gospel
(kerygma) central to parish life and integrate it with
sacramental celebrations.

Example: Incorporate personal testimonies, faith-sharing,
and moments of prayerful encounter into parish events and
liturgies.

7. Culture of Co-responsibility
Transformation: Foster a sense of shared responsibility for
the mission among clergy, religious, and lay faithful.
Action: Involve diverse voices in decision-making and
planning for parish initiatives.

Example: Establish parish councils or ministry teams that
include representatives from all groups in the community.

By embracing these missionary leadership principles,
parishes can move from passive maintenance to dynamic,
outward-focused communities where every member is
engaged in Christ’s mission. This transformation leads to
greater vitality, deeper faith, and a more effective witness

to the Gospel in the wider community.
*kxkk*



